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Atacama Minerals Corp.: Aguas Blancas Official Mine
Opening Ceremony

VANCOUVER, BRI TI SH COLUMBI A- - At acama M neral s Corp. (the
"Conpany") is pleased to announce the official opening of the
Aguas Bl ancas industrial mneral mne |located in the Atacama
desert of northern Chile. The opening ceremonies will take place
on April 17, 2002 and will be attended by Chilean industry and
government representatives, significant sharehol ders of the
Conpany, investnment bankers, industry reporters and financia
anal ysts and newsletter witers.

Aguas Blancas is a world class deposit of iodine, sulphate and
nitrate located in the Atacama Desert of northern Chile, 100

kil ometres fromthe major Chilean port of Antofagasta. Aguas

Bl ancas achi eved first phase production of 720 tonnes of i odine
per annumin January, 2002, eleven nonths after comrencenent of
construction. The Conpany recently announced an accel erated
expansi on program for Aguas Bl ancas. |odine capacity will be

i ncreased in 2002 to 1100 tonnes per annum and to 1500 tonnes in
the first half of 2003. Commencement of nitrate and sul phate
production will be accelerated as well. Construction of
evaporation ponds to facilitate nitrate and sul phate production
wi |l comence i mrediately. Targeted ultimate production (to be
achi eved in staged expansions) for nitrates is 100,000 tonnes per
annum and sodi um sul phate 300, 000 t onnes.

At these planned production levels Atacama Chile will be one of
the | argest producers of iodine in the world, the |argest producer
of sodium sul phate in South Anmerica and a significant nitrate
producer. Atacama Mnerals Chile SSC M holds a 50%interest in
the project. ACF Mnera S.A holds the remaining 50% and is the
operator.

ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD
Richard P. Clark, President

Sone of the statenents contained in this release are

forward-1 ooking statenments, such as estimates and statements that
descri be the Company's future plans, objectives or goals,

i ncluding words to the effect that the Conpany or management
expects a stated condition or result to occur. Since
forward-1ooking statenments address future events and conditions,
by their very nature, they involve inherent risks and
uncertainties. Actual results in each case could differ materially
fromthose currently anticipated in such statenents.
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