Benton hits high grade gold on optioned
property from Golden Harp

THUNDER BAY, ON, June 18 - Benton Resources CorpGBTSX.V, "Benton" or

"the Company") is pleased to announce that it besived results for drill holes GH09-
02 and GHO09-03 of a seven hole, 1625 metre driftiraggram recently completed on the
Golden Harp Block A option located 30 km west ofWganda, Ontario. The purpose of
the drill program was to verify gold mineralizatioriersected in historic drilling on the
Cook Zone as well as to test the continuity ofrtlieeralization at depth and on strike.
The Company is awaiting several in-fill samplesirdrill hole GH09-01 that should be
received shortly. Most encouraging to date is 1a&&#9-02 which intersected several
parallel zones of gold mineralization including@ah hole intercept of 5.5 metres
grading 11.9gpt. Drill hole GH09-03 was drilled twel GH09-02 and cut two zones of
gold mineralization, the deepest of which appeatsatve been displaced by a late
gabbroic intrusion. Drill hole GH09-03 will be desped in the next drill program in an
attempt to drill through the gabbro body. In aduitto the diamond drill program, a
surface exploration program is well underway withlakm grid established and ground
geophysics (magnetics and induced polarization)saildsampling in progress is to be
followed by prospecting and geological mapping. be grid extends southeast from
the Cook Zone through to the MC Zone discovere&@blden Harp in 2008. The MC
Zone, located 1.3 kilometres east-southeast ofthek Zone, is hosted in a thick
package of pyritic, green carbonate, albite andatgenaltered ultramafic and mafic
volcanic rocks. To date five holes have testedMieZone over a strike length of 220m.
All holes intersected widespread anomalous goldenalization with some of the better
down hole mineralized intervals returning 44.0n9&9 gpt Au (including 2.0m of 4.01
gpt Au) from hole GH-025 and 9.0m of 3.6 gpt Auc{uding 2.0m grading 14.29 gpt
Au) from hole GH-019. The results of the currenplexation program will be followed
up by a second phase diamond drill program afeecthrent ground work program is
completed and compiled. Benton is earning up t06% ihterest in the project by
spending $3.0 million on exploration along withusgy cash and shares (Benton P.R
March 12, 2009). Benton is encouraged by the iraggays and awaits the results from
the remaining five drill holes.

Tabl e of assay conposites for the first holes received is as foll ows:

DDH From (m To (M Length (m (xx) Au (gpt)
‘@09-02 1147  urn7 30 2.40
""""""""" 13.4 139 55 1197
""""""""" 1520  1s7.3 53 304
@09-03(x)  138.3 13998 15 279



(x) DDH GH09-03 to be deepened
(xx) Length is down hole length

The Company also wishes to announce that in thetfdan area, a second phase
diamond drilling program has recently started an@oodchild Ni-Cu property to drill
test previously untested VTEM anomalies. The pnogiafunded by Benton's joint
venture (J.V.) partner Stillwater Mining Corp ('18tiater”). Benton has, subject to
regulatory approval, granted Stillwater a two moatension to September 10, 2009 to
the warrant exercise term of the Series B Warissead to Stillwater in July, 2007.
Pursuant to the Series B Warrant Stillwater hasitiie to subscribe for that number of
common shares of the Company determined by divifihg00,000 by the number which
is equal to 150% of the 20 day volume weighted ayeprice (VWAP) on the Series B
Warrant expiry date. The extension is to allowlBgter time to review all the data
collected to date on the property including theultssof the current diamond drill
program.

Benton currently has approximately $13.5 milliorcash, owns a 34.3% interest in Coro
Mining Corp (TSX.COP), holds an approximate 5%tiest in Marathon PGM Corp
(TSX.MAR) and retains a 2% Net Smelter Royalty loa mnorthern portion of the
Marathon PGM deposit.

Clinton Barr (P.Geo.), V.P. Exploration for Bent@esources Corp., is the qualified
person responsible for this release.

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Benton Resources
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THE TSX VENTURE EXCHANGE HAS NOT REVI EWNED AND DOES NOT
ACCEPT

RESPONSI Bl LI TY FOR THE ADEQUACY OR ACCURACY OF THI S RELEASE.

Forward-looking statements in this release are npadguant to the safe harbor
provisions of the Private Securities Litigation Beh act of 1995. Investors are
cautioned that such forward-looking statementslirevaisks and uncertainties.
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